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workers and peasants on the duty of voting. They will help
with the elimination of illiteracy. Unless a student is prepared to
be considered an outsider he must take some part in the social
life of the community. As a body the students take part in
campaigns against inefficiency, slackness, drunkenness, and
superstition, and for the improvement of social and economic
conditions. They still live at high pressure, though the strain is
not nearly so great as it was in 1932. For one thing, that night-
mare of almost daily meetings of one kind or another has been
abolished. When I visited, this time, the Academy of Com-
munist Education, I expressed a wish to attend a students'
meeting. The Director and his assistant laughed. Did I still
believe there was always a meeting going on ? Student meetings
now took place about once a month.
Universities in our sense, as a conglomeration of colleges of one
or many faculties, only exist in the U.S.S.R. in cities like Moscow,
Leningrad, Kharkov, and one or two others. Their place is taken
by the single-faculty institute, such as the institute of pedagogy,
of biology, of hydrodynamics, of art, etc. In the early days,
whenever a problem presented itself for solution, whether it was
in industry, economics, or administration, an institute for it
was organised. A group of people, not always the most suitable,
were given what means were available and told to set to work.
It resulted in a -minute splitting up of subjects. The decree of
1982 which reorganised education generally called attention to
this evil, which has in a measure been abolished.
Higher education has been considerably affected by the 1932
decrees. In the first instance the sphere of the student's respon-
sibility was strictly limited to his work and his social life,
He was in no way to interfere in the administration of the
university or in the organisation of the academic work. That was
henceforth to be wholly within the province of the director and
bis stafl. No longer were the students5 political and professional
organisations to issue reports on professors and demand their
Their business was to help the Director and staff to
a higher standard of attainment, and to manage student